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UNITFD STATES ARMY
THF CHITF OF STAMT

8 August 1951

m E:“tle’

This is 1n reply to your recent letter which B1ll “yririn hande
carried tn ne, referance the possibilities of our recruliin;: some
nen for {IA Trom our ranhger progras,

At ths +ime Blll cane to nee me he had inderstond from some
stateront n tho pross that we had deocided to eliminate cur vancers
throughout the Army., As I explained, this wes not the esse,
Unfortunately, because of the fact that we were opurating in fores
in an orlental country, we could not adequately dlsgulse rsnpers
oporating ia »:ar ol the enemy froat lines as waa origlually intenied,
On the recorrendation of both latt Ridgwey and Van Fleet, > e did
decide to disdand the companies in FTCOM, However, the personncl
will bo usod as neceasary replacements for the 187th Airborne P77
which remaina in FRCOM,

Ho fioal decision has been reached as yet as to the other rrrd of
oUT ranger Oro;Tim, Ve may organize a batialion per corps or rriy
instesd of the aingle experimental company per division. 'oyne
Clark hss an i1dea that we should train a certain mmmb:r ~f men in
each cozpary 60 as to raise the standard of ouwr units in rPatrolling
ard normal raconsaisrance action, This may well develop, I ‘manwhile,
the Ranger Tralning Center at Benning is continuing its operation tut
their out~ut 1o being fully utilized in supporting existing ranper unite,

Should a decision be reached pot to continue the organlration
of any renger units in the Army, we will be glad to keep vou ncwined
as %o whether any men could be released to CIL for your snscial
progrens, "8 40 realire the importance of the missions that -on
have in mind for thea,

Heanwhila, wa would be glad to accept and train at the Rans r
Treining Center at Denning, any CIA personnel that you might wish
to have receive this speclal training. The course has beexn an
excellent one and 1% might well be useful for certain of our nurprses,
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(.11
1 that this would be helpful im any way I would sugres
thn!;‘rozo‘!:: \i::.lill ¥yman doal directly with Rube Jenkins who has

just taken over C-3. I sm sure that he can eake the necescary

arrangenents.

Sincerely yours,

General ialter Dedell Smith
Director, Central Intelligence Agency
Washington 25, D. C.
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